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	Purpose:
1. To ensure:

· Medication label instructions and procedures are followed.

· Effective treatment and management of pig health is undertaken to minimise the risk to 
pigs and people.

· Compliance with WHP and ESI.
2. The owner/manager, in conjunction with the veterinarian, identifies the need for medication. The veterinarian is responsible for prescriptions and trained staff are responsible for administering medication.

Also relates to APIQ(® Standards 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, GSF 1.1 and 3.5 and Physical and Chemical Hazards, Table 1 of the APIQ(® Food Safety and Biosecurity Plan.

	Action and Person Responsible
	Record(s)

	 Owner       Manager       Staff     Other (please specify): 

	Preparation for Treatments

	Only trained and competent staff are authorised to administer medications or chemicals to pigs.
	Staff Training/Competency Register/Diary

	Medications and chemicals are used according to label or veterinarian instructions.
	Medication and Chemicals List

	Medications and chemicals that are past their use-by-date are disposed of according to label.
	Checklists/Diary

	Use-by-dates are always checked before the product is used.
	Checklists/Diary

	Refrigerators used for medication storage are checked weekly to ensure chemicals are stored as per label.
	Checklists/Diary

	Before administering medications or chemicals to pigs, staff check that:

· The product is on the Medication and Chemicals List.
· The expiry date on the medication has not lapsed.

· The correct product and dose rate is administered.

· The appropriate method of administration is used (for example, injection, oral etc).
	Checklists/Diary

	Staff identify which pig(s) are to be treated before entering a pen, to avoid causing stress while in the pen.
	Staff Training/Competency Register/Diary

	Pigs are weighed, or visually assessed for weight and weight is recorded.
Example Weight Tables
Table 1: Growers
Pig
Weight Guide
Suckers
1–10 kg
Weaner 1
6–25 kg
Weaner 2
20–35 kg
Growers
25–65 kg
Finishers
50–100 kg
Table 2: Boars
Pig
Weight Guide
Small
150kg
Medium
220kg
Large
300kg
Table 3: Sows
Pig Size

Empty/Just Mated
Full Term Pregnancy
Small sow and gilts 
at mating
130 kg
160 kg
Medium Sow
150/175 kg
190/215 kg
Large Sow
200/220 kg
240/260 kg

	

	Owner/Manager/Staff Administering Treatments

	The correct dosage is calculated, using the dose rate provided on prescriptions/ product labels and the pigs estimated weight.
	Medication and Chemicals List, Veterinary Prescriptions and Product Labels

	For liquid medications, the bottle is well shaken before use.
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Stock that have been treated with medication are clearly identified (describe how treated pigs are identified, for example, recording the ear tag or stock marker).
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	All treatments are recorded on the Medication and Chemical Treatment Record as soon as the treatment is done.
	Medication and Chemical Treatment Record

	Pigs are monitored after treatment in case of unusual responses and to make sure the treatment has been effective (describe how often pigs are monitored and for how long after the treatment).
	Farm Records

	Staff Injection Technique

	Only clean and sharp (not burred) needles are used.
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Needle sizes are selected for each class of stock as follows:

· For breeders: 16-18 gauge; 1.5 inch.

· For weaners: 18-19 gauge; 0.5 inch.

· For piglets: 18-21 gauge; 0.5 inch.
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Worn or damaged needles are disposed of into a ‘sharps’ container. 
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	A volume of air, equal to the volume of medication or chemical to be injected, is expelled into the medication bottle before medication is drawn–up, to avoid air bubbles in the syringe.
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Medications are always injected into a suitable, clean site, as per label or veterinary directions.
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	Subcutaneous injections are administered just below the skin on an angle, but not at a right angle, as shown in Figure C below.
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	If a broken needle is retained in a pig, the pigs’ identification and the location or position of the needle is recorded on the Retained Foreign Object Record. The pig is permanently identified, and following the presale check, the abattoir or buyer is notified of the animal and the position of the needle.
	Retained Foreign Object Record/PigPass

	Figure: Injection Techniques
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	Owner/Manager/Staff Water Medication

	Medicated water is used, if required, to provide electrolytes to piglets and weaners or to administer medication to weaners, growers and finishers.
	Medication and Chemical Treatment
Record/Diary

	Pig daily water intake is measured or estimated. 
	Checklists/Diary/Farm Records

	The water medication tank is checked to ensure it is holding the correct amount of water. Then the required medication is added and mixed well.
	Medication and Chemical treatment Record

	Only one (1) day’s supply of medication is mixed at a time, and is provided to the pigs as per veterinarian advice.
	Medication and Chemical Treatment Record

	All medications are stored as per label instructions and/or veterinary advice. 
	Medication and Chemicals List, Veterinary Prescriptions and Product Labels


Disclaimer: The opinions, advice and information contained in this publication have not been provided at the request of any person but are offered by Australian Pork Limited as general comments to assist pig producers meet the standards of the Australian Pork Industry Quality Assurance Program (APIQ(®).   Pig producers should not assume or rely on the applicability of any opinion, advice or information stated in this document to the producer’s own circumstances, and should obtain their own specific advice.  Australian Pork Limited is not responsible for any loss that may be suffered as a result of any such reliance by any producer. 
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