PAGE  
	SOP 10 — EUTHANASIA
    PAGE: 3 of 3



	DATE: 
	APPROVED BY: 
	VERSION NO: 

	Purpose:
1. To ensure that:

· Sick or injured pigs are euthanased humanely, when required.

· Carcases are disposed to minimise any health risks and prevent scavenging by other animals.

Also relates to APIQ(® Standards 3.2, 3.3, 3.5, 3.6.

	Pre-Conditions for Euthanasia:

Any pig that is in continual pain, or failing to respond to treatment, is humanely euthanased as 
soon as possible using the methods outlined in the Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals - Pigs. Examples of situations where pigs should be euthanased include:

· Obvious pain which cannot be relieved.

· A pig that is unable to stand and continually ‘paddles’ (lying on its side and moving legs backwards and forwards).

· Uterine prolapse.

· Badly damaged prolapsed vagina.

· A sow unable to finish farrowing.

· Badly damaged prolapsed rectum.

· Severe arthritis and swollen, painful joints.

· Broken legs or hip joints which restrict walking or standing.

· Severe wounds.

· A pig not responding to medical treatment
.

· A very thin pig that does not improve with treatment.

	Action and Person Responsible
	Record(s)
	

	 Other (please specify):  Staff     Manager       Owner      

	In General

	Only staff trained to perform euthanasia in accordance with the Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals — Pigs are authorised to euthanase pigs.
	Staff Training/Competency Register

	Care is taken to handle pigs as quietly as possible prior to euthanasia.
	Checklists/Farm Records/Diary

	Care is taken to ensure that death is sudden and as painless as possible.
	Checklists/Farm Records/Diary

	Equipment for humane destruction is regularly maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.
	Maintenance Record/Diary

	Euthanased animals are observed for three (3) minutes to ensure death has occurred. Signs of life to look for include corneal reflex (involuntary blinking of the eyelids) and heartbeat.
	Mortality Record

	Carcases are disposed of away from other pigs (including feral pigs) by burial, burning, composting or rendering, to minimise any health risk and prevent scavenging by other animals.
	Mortality Record/Diary

	Piglets

	Piglets are euthanased by blunt trauma to the head with a suitable heavy object.
	Checklists/Farm Records/Diary

	All Other Pigs

	An appropriate firearm or captive bolt is used.
	Checklists/Farm Records/Diary

	Methods Used

	Firearm/captive bolt
	Checklists/Farm Records/Diary

	Police licensing and shooting regulations are complied with. 

An A .410 shotgun (with number 6 shot) or small calibre rifle (0.22) is used.

Safety precautions are taken as follows:

· The correct firearm for the task is selected, as listed above.

· All other staff are made aware that a firearm is being used and are cleared from the area.

· The shooter must not fire the gun while the animal is moving.

· The shooter must wait for a quiet interval.

· The firearm is used at a close range (10–15 cm), but not against the skull. 

The penetrating captive bolt gun is placed at the midline of the forehead; 1.25 cm above the eye level and is pressed firmly against the skull before firing.

The appropriate bolt is selected accounting to the age, weight and size of the pig. 

Follow-up bleeding out is carried-out after stunning, to ensure death.
	Staff Training/Competency Register

	Location of gunshot or captive bolt:
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(Adopted from Pork Checkoff’s ‘On–Farm Euthanasia of Swine – Recommendations for the Producer’, 2008, National Pork Board, Des Moines USA)

A)
When using the gun shot method to euthanase pigs, the ideal target is half of an inch above eye level, on the mid-line of the forehead and aiming toward the tail of the pig as indicated by “A”. The penetrating captive bolt gun should be placed at the midline of the forehead, a half of an inch above eye level as shown in “A”.

B)
Positioning of captive bolt.

C)
As the pig ages, the sinus cavity becomes larger and the skull becomes thicker as shown in “B1” for a pig of 70kg’ “B2” for a pig of 100kg and “C” for a pig of 200kg. It is important to select the bolt length and cartridge combination appropriate to the age and size of pig that is being euthanized to ensure that the bolt is long enough to penetrate the pig’s skull.

	Carcass Disposal

	Carcasses are disposed of as soon as practically possible by burying, burning or delivery to a rendering plant.
	Mortality Record/Diary


� Refer Sick and Injured Pig Guideline for Veterinarians, Australian Pig Veterinarians, 2012 and the Care of the Compromised Pig (First Edition), Australian Pork Limited, 2011.








Disclaimer: The opinions, advice and information contained in this publication have not been provided at the request of any person but are offered by Australian Pork Limited as general comments to assist pig producers meet the standards of the Australian Pork Industry Quality Assurance Program (APIQ(®).   Pig producers should not assume or rely on the applicability of any opinion, advice or information stated in this document to the producer’s own circumstances, and should obtain their own specific advice.  Australian Pork Limited is not responsible for any loss that may be suffered as a result of any such reliance by any producer. 
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